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ABSTRACT 



This is a sampling of the available material on the question of what constitutes impeachable 
conduct for purposes of Article II, section 4 of the United States Constitution. 
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Impeachment Grounds: 

A Collection of Selected Materials 



Summary 

This is a sampling of the material available on the question of what constitutes 
impeachable conduct for purposes of Article II, section 4 of the United States 
Constitution. It is arranged in chronological segments. The first covers those 
materials available on impeachment at the time the Constitution was drafted, 
Blackstone’s Commentaries, Wooddeson’s Lectures, and the impeachment clauses 
of the state constitutions. The second consists of the debates at the Constitutional 
Convention and the state ratifying conventions. 

The third includes explanations from those who participated in the Convention 
and their contemporaries, Alexander Hamilton, and Supreme Court Justices James 
Wilson and Joseph Story. 

The fourth is a summary of major American impeachment cases under the 
Constitution: Presidents Andrew Johnson and Richard Nixon, Senator William 
Blount, Secretary of War William Belknap, District Court Judges John Pickering, 
West Humphreys, Halsted Ritter, Harry Claiborne, Alcee Hastings, Walter Nixon, 
James Peck, Charles Swayne, George English, and Harold Louderback, Appellate 
Court Judge Robert Archbald, and Supreme Court Justice Samuel Chase. 

The fifth is made up of material prepared at the time of the Douglas and Nixon 
impeachment inquiries including then-Congressman Gerald Ford’s remarks. The 
collection ends with a very limited assembly of scholarly views from treatises and 
law reviews among them those of Charles Black, Congressman Bob Barr, John 
Labovitz, Paul Fenton, Faurence Tribe, Theordore Dwight, Alexander Simpson, 
Michael Gerhardt, and Ronald Rotunda. 
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Impeachment Grounds: 

A Collection of Selected Materials 



The President, Vice President and all Civil Officers of the United States, shall 
be removed from Office on impeachment for, and Conviction of, Treason, Bribery, 
or other high Crimes and Misdemeanors. U.S.Const. Art. II, §4 



Introduction 

This is a sampling of the material available on the question of what constitutes 
impeachable conduct for purposes of Article n, section 4 of the United States 
Constitution. It is arranged in chronological segments. The first covers those 
materials available on impeachment at the time the Constitution was drafted, 
Blackstone’s Commentaries, Wooddeson’s Lectures, and the impeachment clauses 
of the state constitutions. The second consists of the debates at the Constitutional 
Convention and the state ratifying conventions. The third includes explanations from 
those who participated in the Convention and their contemporaries. The fourth is a 
summary of major American impeachment cases under the Constitution. The fifth 
is made up of material prepared at the time of the last presidential impeachment 
inquiry. The collection ends with a very limited assembly of scholarly views. 

This selection is of necessity abbreviated and should be augmented at a 
minimum with the materials, official and otherwise, likely to flow from the present 
inquiry. 



I. 

Blackstone 

“The high court of parliament; which is the supreme court in the kingdom, 
not only for the making, but also for the execution, of laws; by the trial of great 
and enormous offenders, whether lords or commoners, in the method of 
parliamentary impeachment. As for acts of parliament to attaint particular 
persons of treason or felony, or to inflict pains and penalties, beyond or contrary 
to the common law, to serve a special purpose, I speak not of them; being to all 
intents and purposes new laws, made pro re nata, 1 and by no means an 



1 Pro re nata translates literally to “born of this matter” or “created for the matter at hand” 
but has come to mean, “a course of judicial action adopted under pressure of the exigencies 
of the affair in hand, rather than in conformity to established precedents,” BLACK’S Law 
DICTIONARY 1220-221 (6th ed. 1990). In this sentence, Blackstone takes pains to avoid 




